
Greetings fellow Rehabilitators!
We are smack in the middle of hurricane season and have been lucky so far, but it is 
far from over with the worst part of the season still ahead of us!! Always be diligent in 
having a disaster plan in place and practicing your plan so if we do get a bad storm, you 
will weather it well!! Be sure FWRA has your most up to date information so we can 
check on you after a storm and be sure you do not need help!! We are your organization 
and we are here for you!!

Next month we will be celebrating 25 years of FWRA!! Hopefully you have been saving up and will be 
able to join us for this landmark conference!! It will be September 26-29th in Haines City, FL. Registra-
tion is available at www.FWRA.org on the lower left hand corner of the page. Just click the link and you 
can pay on line with a credit card or paypal or print it out and send a check! It could not be easier to 
register!! 

I want to congratulate our scholarship winners listed in this issue! Be sure to keep an eye out next 
year for your chance to apply and win!! Whether you have attended our conference before or are new 
to wildlife rehab, please apply! If you do not apply, you cannot win! We look forward to seeing our six 
recipients and hearing their feedback on the anniversary experience! 

This year we welcome back some of our favorite speakers and welcome some new and engaging 
speakers too!! The preliminary schedule has been up on the website for a while and is changing as new 
speakers are added. Remember to e mail the conference committee if there is a particular subject you 
would like to see presented.

Be sure to join us in September and catch Dr. Stuart Porter who will be talking about infectious diseas-
es in native wildlife. Dr. Porter will also lecture on wildlife under the microscope and is the veterinarian 
who had put out the wildlife parasite cd way back in the day! You do not want to miss these lectures!!! 
So check out www.fwra.org and help us to celebrate this landmark event!!!!

As always I will remind you that coming to FWRA’s conference is not only the best value you will find 
anywhere, but is also a great way to refresh yourself in body, mind and spirit!! There is nothing like 
getting away with purpose. You have great lectures in a beautiful setting where you can participate in 
workshops, network with other rehabilitators and learn from the leading specialists in the field! Many 
remark on how excited and invigorated they feel after attending with renewed excitement for their 
chosen course in life. Wildlife is a hard and rewarding path to follow, so come be with others who share 
your passion. Go to www.fwra.org today and register. You do not want to miss our 25th anniversary 
celebration!!

Look forward to seeing you all there!!

With warmest regards and best wishes,

Beth M. Hirschfeld, DVM, CVA, VMO
President, FWRA
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Bits and Blurbs .. 
Symposium Edition
Save the Date!
FWRA – September 26-28, 2013  
FFA Florida Leadership Training Center, Haines City, FL

As Beth said …. This is absolutely the best value out there for 
an excellent wildlife symposium! So please save the date!!

 
UPDATE - New FWRA Mailing Address
FWRA has a new P.O. Box for all snail mail correspondence.  
If you pay bills online and have set up a profile for automatic 
payment to FWRA, please take note and change the mailing 
address to: 

FWRA
P.O. Box 411087
Melbourne, FL  32941

Congratulations to our Symposium Scholarship Recipients!

The Florida Wildlife Rehabilitators Association Board of 
Directors is pleased to announce that six scholarships have 
been awarded for the 2013 Symposium.  There were more 
applications than scholarships, so we were not able to award 
a scholarship to all who applied. 

Amy Morton from Friends of Florida Wildlife received the 
Dr. Herbert W. Kale Scholarship.  Veronica Faulseit of All 
Creatures Great & Small received the Karl Sendler Memorial 
Scholarship.  Tara Morningstar from Wildlife Inc & Save Our 
Seabirds received the Founders Scholarship, which is given 
this year in memory of Wendy Fox.  Wendy rehabilitated 
pelicans and other seabirds for many years at Pelican Harbor 
Seabird Station in Miami and generously shared her knowl-
edge with anyone in need of assistance.  

Partial scholarships have been awarded to Kimberly Bishop of 
Flamingo Gardens, Kristin Hamilton of Audubon Center for 
Birds of Prey and Juliana Sierra of Audubon Center for Birds 
of Prey.  

We look forward to seeing everyone at our 25th anniversary 
symposium.  We’d like to encourage any applicant who was 
not awarded a scholarship, as well as our other members, to 
apply next year.  

Sue Small, Chairman
Scholarship Committee
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Symposium Registration
Get ready, get set, get registered! The registration form for FWRA’s 25th anniversary symposium is available 
on the web site, http://www.fwra.org/ for your convenience. From the bottom left corner of the home page 
click on symposium 2013 which will take you to a tentative schedule, then click on click here to register. 
Be sure to submit your form so we get an electronic copy. If you click submit and it does not take you to 
the next page, you have missed one of the required fields, just scroll back up the page and finish, then click 
submit again. The paypal option is working, or you can mail a check to our new post office box. Anyone with 
questions about options other than those listed on the form can email treasurer@fwra.org for more infor-
mation.  

You won’t want to miss this conference, as you will see below, we have great speakers and topics again.  Take 
a look at just some of what will be presented.

Analgesia   (Heather Barron)
Bat Rehabilitation (Diane Nickerson)
Bird Basics      (Heather Barron)
Common Diseases & Injuries of N. American Passerines     (Erica Miller)
Common Infectious Diseases Seen in Native Wildlife (Stuart Porter)
Critical Care & Stabilization of Neonatal Mammals and Nestling Songbirds (Lisa Fosco) 
Eastern Cottontail Rabbits    (Lisa Fosco)
Feather Imping  (Allison Miller and Scott McCorkle)  
Fitness and Nutrition Issues for Wildlife Rehabilitators (Diego Sebastian Cruz-Griffis)
Forensic Investigation in Support of Animal Cruelty Charges (Hector Cruz-Lopez)
The Fostering Alternative: Working Smarter, Not Harder (Diane Nickerson)
Great Horned Owls   (Lisa Fosco)
Marketing Without Money   (Wendy Dwyer plus partner)
Poisoning in Wildlife   (Stuart Porter)
Raptor Care and Maintenance Workshop    ( Erica Miller and Diane Nickerson )
Release: How Ready is Ready?    ( Erica Miller - Diane Nickerson )
Updates on Research on Baylis, etc – Michael Yabsley
Urbanization and its Effect on Wildlife – Sonia Hernandez
We Love It When They Hate Us    (Carol McCorkle)
What’s on That Bird, and How Do I Get it Off?    ( Erica Miller)
Wildlife Under the Microscope  (Stuart Porter)

Please understand that the schedule is subject to change for reasons beyond our control even up to 5 min-
utes before the class! For instance, right now we are working very hard to bring in two very popular speak-
ers and topics that just may be a last minute occurrence.  If that happens, it will certainly shift the schedule 
“in a good way” we hope.  We will be continuing to update the web site as more classes are scheduled. If you 
register for 1 day for a specific class and the class is rescheduled, contact us and we will make every effort to 
accommodate you. 

See you there!

Sue Small, 
Symposium Registrar
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P.O. Box 118
Inglefield, IN 47618-9998
www.rodentpro.com

Phone: (812) 867-7598
Fax: (812) 867-6058
E-mail: info@rodentpro.com

A n i m a l  C a r e  E q u i p m e n t  &  S e r v i c e s  L L C  
3075 75th Street (#2), Boulder, Co, USA 80301 

www.animal-care.com email aces@animal-care.com 

Handling & Capture Equipment 
Chemical Capture Veterinary &  

Kennel Products Disease Control  
Uniforms & Accessories Professional 

Development & Services  

1—800 338—ACES (2237) 

Reviewed by Hyta Mederer, P.H.D,
Florida Wildlife Hospital and Sanctuary

Identification Guide to the 
Snakes of Florida
Steve A. Johnson and Monica E. McGaritty

Homeopathic First Aid Kit
$60 including freight

Contains 28 Remedies including:

Tea Tree Oil
Analgesic Gel

CEH & Prid Salve
Powdered Spirulina

Men & Ladies 16” Kevlar Gloves
$36.50 including freight

And More!
Talon Gloves for Birds

Mammel Gloves, Jesses

Write for New Catalog and Prices

Just recently published, the Identification Guide to the Snakes of Florida is a collection of 
clear, beautiful photos of the 46 native species of snakes in Florida, as well as several
commonly found nonnative species.  The photos are grouped according to the snakes’ 
most obvious markings: blotches, diamonds, stripes, crossbands, and solid coloration. 
Each section begins with the venomous species, followed by those snakes that are most 
often confused with them, and then followed by the other snakes that share the pattern.
 Because some snakes’ patterns change with age or vary with location, pictures of those 
snakes may be found in more than one section.  The black racer, for example, is shown in 
the section on blotches as a juvenile and the section on solid colors as an adult.  

 Each snake species is listed with a description, and information on the habitat, size, diet, and scientific name.  
There is also a map with each species, indicating the range where the snake may be found.
 This guide includes numerous other features, such as 10 photos and descriptions of
habitats where snakes are likely to be found in Florida, what to do or not do if bitten by a venomous snake, 
distinguishing features of venomous pit vipers and of nonvenomous
snakes and coral snakes, and information about two different groups of legless lizards that are often mistaken for 
snakes.
 This guide is printed on heavy card stock and is ring-bound. It is designed to be of use to
people who have little or no experience with Florida’s snakes and who need to be able to quickly identify one 
when they come across it.  The authors hope that snakes will benefit from this guide by making it easy for people to 
determine which snakes are nonvenomous.
 This guide can be obtained from www.ifasbooks.com or at 800-226-1764.

UPCO has the products you
need at prices you can AFFORD.

We offer a 10% DISCOUNT
to any licensed rehab operation.
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The FWRA 25th Anniversary Symposium in just 
around the corner. With humble beginnings so many 
years ago, the event now hosts over a hundred begin-
ner-to-seasoned wildlife rehabilitators, veterinarians 
and others. So, how do you create and successfully ex-
ecute a symposium that has something for everyone 
while keeping fun and excitement going year to year? 
It takes hard work, creative minds and many talented 
helping hands to pull it off, says Margaret “Noni” Beck, 
vice president and symposium chairperson.  

Beck doesn’t remember specifics of how she got in-
volved more than 15 years ago and became education 
coordinator for the symposium, but that beginning 
is part of FWRA history. “The first one I helped plan 
got ‘hurricaned’ out. It was supposed to be in Miami; 
that was in 1998. We were ready to go, and here’s the 
hurricane, and then it’s over,” said Beck, chuckling a bit 
at something she hopes never happens again. Luckily, 
Mother Nature has been kinder and better behaved 
since then -- a blessing to the symposium attendees 
and planners.

Along with Beck, the main “behind the scenes” players 
include: Gail Straight, Sue Small, Leslie Johnson, Winnie 
Burns and Deb Helsel. Staight, Small and Johnson han-
dle everything from Symposium registration, rooms, 
symposium folders, notebooks, snacks,menus, atten-
dance certificates, name badges, hands-on workshops, 
solicitation for auction items, coordination of exhibi-
tors and a million other pre-conference details. They 
share the tasks. Deb Helsel and Winnie Burns are the 
“on site/hands on” coordinators for the auction/raffle 
set up, raffle ticket sales and the hospitality suite.

So, how do you pull something like this together?  
According to Beck, work begins when the previous 
symposium ends. “We start from last year -- going 
through everyone’s suggestion and their comments 
- what you liked and didn’t like; looking at the class 
evaluations and suggestions about what people would 
like to see,” Beck notes. For example, requests were 
made for classes on bats and squirrels, and they do 
their best to make that happen. But she doesn’t do 
this alone. The core group of individuals who take on 
various symposium roles share their thoughts and 
knowledge, and there’s input from all levels of the 
organization from attendees to presenters.

Putting together a rundown of classes aimed at a 
diverse group is tough enough. Finding quality speak-
ers, and presenters for hands-on workshops takes 
leg-work. “We know some presenters who we would 
love to have at our event - people actively involved in 

wildlife rehabilitation with strong knowledge and the 
ability to convey that to rehabilitators of all levels,” 
says Beck. Then scheduling and geographic logistics 
come into play.  Some presenters just cannot make 
it to Florida in late September, but many can.  FWRA 
helps pay for travel and room and board for a speaker 
or presenter who is coming from out of state or from 
a distance, but Beck and team must work within a 
budget.  “No one is coming from Europe,” says Beck.  
(By the way, all of the FWRA officers, Advisory Board 
members, and symposium committee members pay 
full price to attend the symposium.  That helps keep 
the overall price down for everyone.)  

The real challenge is to provide basic solid rehabilita-
tion information and skills, and keep it exciting. “We 
always look to bring in something fresh and new,” 
says Beck.  She and other symposium team members 
sometimes look at other large, well organized state 
wildlife rehabilitation events -- North Carolina, New 
York and Virginia come to mind -- along with the 
national wildlife conferences to see if there is some-
thing different to offer FWRA attendees. “We always 
want to include the core basics, but we also look for 
things that are different; things that we have not done 
before.”  

So, how do you wrap your head around all this and 
move forward?  “Get a couple of big name speakers 
and let them teach what they really love,” says Beck. 
“We try to mix up lectures with hands-on.”  Beck says 
that organizers originally looked to see what specific 
classes other people were doing; then a few years ago, 
Beck and team started to take a different approach.  
Dr. Erica Miller, DVM, formerly of Tristate in Delaware 
and an FWRA resource commitee member said there 
was a list of things she would like to teach, and was 
certain that other presenters felt the same. It’s an in-
teresting concept that seems to have worked well. “So, 
I might say, ‘Would you be willing to come? and, by the 
way,  send me a list of what you enjoy teaching,’” said 
Beck.  The results are brining in engaging instructors, 
teaching things they know well and are very passion-
ate about - but things that also resonate with the 
target audience. 

The event is not pure rehab being taught in class-
rooms. There are breakout sessions that focus on 
“make and takes” related to rehabilitation but also 
“just for fun” events in the late afternoon or evening, 
like painting gourd birdhouses.  There are many hands-
on workshops; past events have included safe ways to 
capture injured land, sea and shore birds; necropsy ba-
sics including birds and mammals; and creating hand-
feeding puppets from carcasses. “The concept is: give 
them rehab, but give them other components as well,” 

An Event in the Making: Behind the Scenes of the FWRA Symposium
By Phyllis Benton
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Florida Wildlife Rehabilitators Association is a 501(c)(3) organization
A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll-free 

(800-435-7352) within the state. Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state.

Name________________________________________________________  Affiliation_____________________________________

Address  ___________ __________________________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________________ State _________ Zip __________ County ____________________

Home Phone______________________________ Work Phone ________________________ Cellular /Pager ___________________

E-mail  _____________________________________________________ Web site _________________________________________

I am a :       DVM       CVT        State Licensed Rehabilitator      Federally Licensed Rehabilitator  

   Licensed  Rescue/Transport  Volunteer    Other  ________________________________________________

I specialize in and will assist others with:  _______________________________________________________________________

FWRA Membership Info
Membership Benefits include:
• email group list to network with rehabilitators around the state    
• quarterly newsletters which provide rehabilitation techniques, environmental issues, and organization news  
• annual symposiums on rehabilitation and other areas of interest such as  natural history,education, fundraising, administration, and regulations
• a membership directory that can assist you in finding help throughout the state
• the resource committee – experts on many subjects for help with unusual situations
• corporate members receive free newsletter and web site advertising

This is a gift membership from: _________________________________________________________________________________  

I was referred by FWRA member: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

All information listed in this section will be published in the FWRA members directory:  

Annual Membership Levels:  Individual -$20.00     New    Corporate - $100.00    Renewal  Other Donation

Please mail this form  to : FWRA, Gail Straight, P.O. Box 1449, Anna Maria, FL  34216.

This information is vital to our goal of statewide networking!

Emergency contact for FWRA Disaster Committee use only (list all information here that you do not want published in the 

directory, such as cell and work phones, for emergency use by FWRA’s disaster committee)

Name & number of the first person outside of your immediate household that you would call after a disaster so we can 

contact them if we are unable to reach you: _____________________________________________________________________

Additional contact information: _________________________________________________________________________________

Fox Valley is a world leader manufacturer of
milk (formula) replacement for orphaned

and injured wildlife.

Day One Formula milk replacers are species specific 
and all play a unqiue role in feeding young animals. 

These products closely match the unique composition 
of mother’s milk, to assure proper nutrition if mothers 

cannot, or will not, suckle their own. 

Quantity discounts are now available.
Call for more information. 

Please call for more information.
Sales / Technical Service: (800) 679-4666 

Fax: (815) 578-4240

We have over 125 unique and 
specials diets to feed anything 

from Aardvarks to Zebras!
www.mazuri.com
800-227-8941
(corporate customer service info)

3030 Mascot
Wichita, Kansas  67204
Orders:  1-800-490-0118

Information: 316-831-9500

Freed Enterprises, Inc.
Petiatric.com

www.petiatric.com

says Beck. One planned session for the upcoming 
symposium focuses on maximizing volunteer and staff 
potential by identifying different personality types and 
how to better work with them. “Some people love to 
do administrative work and are good at it. There is a 
personality type that may be better suited to that,” 
said Beck. “Others just jump in and will do anything 
including clean cages or do fund raising. It’s helpful to 
know what roles might be good fits for certain per-
sonality types.” There are also plans for a session on 
healthy cooking. “We spend all this time getting the 
proper nutritionally balanced diet for our animals, but 
when it comes to taking care of ourselves, we wind 
up last on the list. Would you feed that to your rehab 
animals?”  In a nutshell, Beck says, “We are always try-
ing to have something that will interest a lot of people 
including beginners - not something that is way over 
people’s heads; we always have some basics in there. 
We try to balance it out to draw in newcomers while 
providing high quality information and networking 
opportunities for everyone.  We want everyone to go 
home with a positive experience and look forward to 
coming back the next year.
 
Don’t Miss The Symposium Experience!
By Donna Fife
Sawgrass Nature Center & Wildlife Hospital

If you have never attended the FWRA Symposium in 
September, you are missing out on a lot!  As a person 
who worked with domestics most of my life, I came 
into the world of wildlife rehab as a newbie. I’ve been 
involved with wildlife rehab now for 6 years and have 
attended the last 5 symposiums.  They have been an 
invaluable part of my training as a rehabber. My 1st 
symposium was 2007, and it was at that one that I 
learned the principles of fluid therapy from the won-
derful Dr. Erica Miller (all of her classes are incredible 
and I hear she’s coming back this year!). Other sympo-
siums have featured experts in reptile rehab; notably 
Harriet Forrester and Dr. Jack Landess. Deb Helsel 
always gives great & fun classes on enrichment for the 
animals. In 2010 Jayne Amico gave several classes in 

the rehab of birds. Prior to that meeting, we never had 
a good success rate with raising killdeer chicks at our 
center.  After following the recommendations from 
Jayne’s class, our success rate with killdeer is now 
nearly 100%. Classes are offered each year by veteri-
nary experts in wound care, medications, fractures, 
and a million other topics. There is always something 
new and exciting to learn!

Even though I love the classes offered each year, one 
of my favorite things about attending is the opportuni-
ty to network with so many other people in the field.
Meeting these other rehabbers in person has allowed 
me to establish working relationships that I value very 
much. Dorothy Kaufmann has helped me many times 
when I called with questions about species we don’t 
often see. Lisa Mabry gave me detailed instructions in 
the event of getting in oiled birds. I met my “opossum 
sister” Peg Demauro at the first symposium I attend-
ed, and we have kept in touch ever since.

Through the Symposiums I have met with experts 
in their fields who have allowed me and some of my 
volunteers to visit & train at their facilities. (ie. Dianna 
Flynnt at Audubon and Carol McCorkle at ARC both 
who took us under their wing (no pun intended) for 
a short internship on all things raptor.) I was given a 
VIP tour at Animis Foundation after meeting Michelle 
Whitfield at last years conference-we have transferred 
some “non releasables” there.  If I was an animal, I’d 
want to live at that amazing place !

As an important side note, the setting for the sympo-
sium is beautiful and you get 3 great meals a day that 
you actually get to sit down & enjoy! (which is a rare 
luxury for most of us !) 

Hope to get through this baby season & see you 
there. You’ll be glad you attended.

Donna
sncdonna1@aol.com
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With each hurricane season, we all roll our eyes and 
think about what storm happenings we may encoun-
ter in the coming months.  From very minor inconve-
nience to serious devastation; it’s very likely most of 
us have been affected by this unwelcome season to 
some degree.  For many, the experiences and memo-
ries are still pretty raw.  So the good news is that we 
are aware and think about it, but the bad news is that 
most of us do not prepare, make a plan or even a 
check list “just in case”.

Following are some shared collective ideas from our 
members compiled over the years on how to prepare.  
Use this as a start for your own list that can be modi-
fied and adapted to your personal needs.

THINK AHEAD: Where should, or could you go 
if you need to evacuate? Check ahead of time with 
several rehab friends or close family members and see 
if they will have space for you and your caged evacu-
ees. Have sites picked in several locations and choose 
which one you will go to based on the path of the 
storm and recommendations from local government 
agencies and EOCs.
Remember State and Federal Rules and Regulations 
are still in effect during an emergency, so use common 
sense. This includes any regulations concerning moving 
animals out of state and who they go to. If you need 
to transfer animals in Florida you can contact the 
FWRA hurricane committee, we will try to maintain 
a list of those who may have extra caging and may be 
able to help you. 

ANIMALS - Release all animals that are ready several 
days before a possible storm to give them time to 
“settle down”. They are better off in the wild than 
being dragged around in crates by humans in a very 
stressful situation.
For those that remain in care or that you may need to 
evacuate, make sure you have enough crates and carri-
ers available. Check that you still have all the hardware 
or use plastic zip ties. An assorted supply of folded, 
sturdy cardboard boxes is often a big help. Decide 
what vehicle you will be using and make sure all the 
carriers fit. The vehicle must have air-conditioning, 
Closed in or panel type vans may have AC but it may 
not circulate adequately and the heat can quickly build, 
seriously affecting already stressed animals.  
 

Choose your caging material carefully.  
Will you be able to wash towels, or would you be bet-
ter using newspaper? 

For those that remain in care, are any of them infants?  
How are you going to keep them warm & heat their 
formula (If mammals) and, AND be prepared to take 
in more for care as the storm takes its toll.
FOOD – regular food supplies and deliveries may be 
interrupted for some time. Keep a supply of non-per-
ishables and LOTS OF WATER for you and the ani-
mals. Decisions must be based on your individual situ-
ation, e.g. if you are in a flood zone you may wish to 
store some food away from your area. More than one 
rehabber saw their frozen mice and freezers floating 
away. Several formulas are available in small cans, a 
good idea when refrigeration may be a problem.

POWER - Make sure you have all the parts, including 
adaptors that you need for your generator and make 
sure it starts and runs! Run out or dispose of the old 
fuel if possible and put in fresh fuel with an added fuel 
stabilizer.  The time for a generator failure is NOT in 
the middle of the storm. 

• Practice hooking up your generator – it’s harder 
than you think.

• Check the condition, number and length of your 
heavy duty extension cords and make sure they are 
the adequate gauge and rating to carry the load.  

• Only store gasoline if it is safe for you to do so in 
your situation. Buy gas cans ahead of time, they will 
be in short supply

• Don’t forget a supply of 2 stroke oil for the gas if 
that’s what your generator requires. Most do.

COMMUNICATIONS - even if you lose power, you 
may have a working telephone hardline or landline 
during or after a storm. To take advantage of this, 
make sure you have a basic phone that does not 
require electricity to operate.  You can also forward 
your incoming calls to your mobile phone so that you 
will not miss calls. Charge up any portable comput-
ers or cell phones prior to the storm and keep car 
chargers and adaptors handy as needed.   Think about 
a backup dial-up account for internet access so you 
have access to email even if the power is out and wifi 
service is down. To make this work, you may need to 
purchase a simple external USB phone modem for 
your computer -- if there is not an internal modem. 
Know your local dial up access phone number, pro-
gram your computer ahead of time and give it a test 
run to make sure it is all set to go. 

THE CLEAN UP – you can never have enough tarps, 
shade cloth, bleach or trash bags. There may be no 
trash pick-up for several weeks, locate the nearest 
landfill. 
Contact your carcass disposal company for their 
emergency pickup options.

CHAINSAWS - If you’ve never used a chainsaw, or any 
other potentially dangerous equipment, an emergency 

Hurricane Awareness and Preparedness



is not the time to learn. If this is something you may 
need, invest in a good quality product and find some-
one who knows how to use it and/or take lessons 
now.

Random but important – Hints, tips, and re-
minders

• Cordless phones need power – buy a cheap old 
style “direct plug in” phone with a cord.

• Have back up batteries for your cell phone or your 
charger and a means for a charging source.

• Aggressively trim your trees, flying limbs or fruit do 
lots of damage and you’ll have less debris to clear 
afterwards 

• Check your spare tires and buy a patch kit or foam. 
You could be driving over debris for several weeks

• Get a weather/ shortwave radio – you need to 
know what’s going on. Digital battery operated TV’s 
are available too, but signal reception can be ques-
tionable.

• Buy lots of batteries – now
• Keep shade cloth and tarps – animals, (and humans) 

will over heat especially if you lose your trees. 
Tarps can also be used to patch cages and the roof!

• Make sure your local emergency services know 
you are there.

• Talk to the Fire Dept about burn permits, you 
could have tons of debris. You have to remove 
downed trees before they become a wildfire haz-
ard.

• Depending on your area snake boots and or wad-
ers may be a good investment!

Writing down your GPS location could be handy if 
streets are blocked and emergency airlift is needed. 
 Disease Updates
By Beth Hirschfeld, DVM 
 
There are a lot of important things going on na-
tionwide and around the world in the news lately. 
I want to bring to your attention three topics that 
are important zoonotic issues. Zoonosis are diseases 
people can catch from animals. Two diseases have 
been making the news this month in Florida and 
across the country. First is an update on H7N9 avian 
influenza virus which has had its first reported case 
of human to human transmission.  

The virus, identified earlier this year, has infected 
more than 130 people, killing 43 since February. The 
first case of human to human transmission was in a 
32 year old woman the begining of August, who was 
caring for her ill father who most likely contracted 
the virus at a poultry market. Both died of organ 
failure associated with the infection but 43 other 
people who had direct contact with them did not 
become infected. Another disease important for your 
own health and that of your pets is the recent rise 
in cases of Leptospirosis. Leptospirosis is a zoonotic 
spirochete bacterium that infects and is carried by a 
number of wildlife species including, rats, raccoons, 
skunks and foxes. The bacterium is deposited into the 
environment when an infected animal urinates and 
flowing water in rain has helped it to spread. Cats 
have a natural immunity to the spirochete but dogs 
and humans are very susceptible. Symptoms include 
nausea, abdominal cramps, and liver and kidney failure 
but because symptoms mimic other illnesses, it can 
be difficult to diagnose. Remember to wear gloves 
and wash your hands frequently when dealing with 
your mammal patients. This will help to prevent 
spreading disease in general and is always a good 
practice. 

The last important vector making the news is the 
Asian Tiger Mosquito. This aggressive, invasive day-
time-feeding mosquito arrived in the 1980s and has 
spread to more than half of the states in the US. In 
its native Asian home turf it is a well known carrier 
of Dengue fever, West Nile Virus, Yellow Fever and 
encephalitis among other debilitating illnesses. Here 
we have seen this August the first cases of Dengue 
fever in Florida. One in St. Lucie county and two 
cases in Stuart. All three received medical treatment 
and all three have recovered. An alert has been put 
out again to avoid mosquito bites by wearing protec-
tive clothing, using insect repellent and eliminating 
standing water. This species of mosquito in particular 
travels and breeds very well in small warm container 
environments and has adapted and thrived in shifting 
temperatures. Unlike the mosquito that spread WNV 
that fed at night, this mosquito feeds during the day, 
so all around vigilance is more important than ever!
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Animis Foundation
animisfoundation@yahoo.com

 
Avian Recondition Center

www.arc4raptors.org
 

Audubon Center for Birds of Prey
www.audubonofflorida.org

 
Florida Wildlife Hospital and Sanctuary

www.floridawildlifehospital.org

Florida Bat Conservancy
www.floridabats.org

South Florida Wildlife Center
www.wildlifecarecenter.org

 
Wildlife Rehabilitation Center

of Central FL
www.wildlifecenterflorida.org

Sawgrass Nature Center
www.sawgrassnaturecenter.org

Peace River Wildlife   
www.peaceriverwildlifecenter.org

Back to Nature 
www.btnwildlife.org

Thank you to our Sponsoring Rehabilitation Organizations



The American Kestrel (falco sparverius) is our small-
est falcon found in the United States. They can be ea-
sily spotted darting across open fields with that 
unmistakable silhouette, showing off the long pointed 
wings of a falcon. Flight is fast and easy and often 
times the sharp piercing ‘Killy Killy Killy’ cry can be 
heard as this fierce little bird defends its territory. 
They are everyone’s favorite raptor, how could they 
not be?

In the past kestrels have been considered an abundant 
species throughout the USA, however in Florida our 
Southeastern species have been considered a spe-
cies of special concern for some time. Over the past 
few decades, the tides have been changing quickly for 
these small falcons. Their population has been declin-
ing at a steady rate, some having dropped by as much 
as 60-65% in areas in the US, even as much as 90% in 
some areas of Canada. They are now listed as threat-
ened in Florida with a rate of decline closer to 80%. 
These numbers are startling to say the least.

So what is happening to this most precious bird of 
prey?  Some researchers 
are explaining 

that the disastrous decline is due to several factors: 
increase in the use of pesticides harming their food 
source, loss of habitat especially old trees or snags, 
predation from other animals wild and domestic, and 
natural diseases such as the West Niles virus. These 
are all valid assumptions but with such a dramatic 
decline it seems we all should do what we can in our 
own backyard to help these raptors and lend to the 
on going research.

As a raptor rehabilitator, I am trying to think of ways 
of becoming involved and getting my neighbors in-
volved. Of course, we are going to try to make and 
distribute LOTS more nest boxes and monitor the 
boxes for activity. I plan to write and send to our local 
newspaper a story on the plight of the American Kes-
trel and how important it is to reduce the use of pes-
ticides and save the old trees. I am also trying to get 
more people involved with the Southeastern Ameri-
can Kestrel Project and help supply much needed in-
formation to the biologists so we can work together 
as stewards of our natural resources and help to save 
this species from extinction. Now is the time, and in 
honor of the 25 years of effort FWRA has given to 
Florida’s wildlife I liked the suggestion I was given to 
make it a goal to get 25 nest boxes built and mounted 
in our area. I think this will be a great goal for our 
center, and maybe we can start a movement, yeah, a 
SAVE THE AMERICAN KESTREL movement.  
 
You in?

Where have all our K-birds gone? By Carol McCorkle

VETERINARY CLINICAL PARASITOLOGY
 
Veterinary Clinical Parasitology 8th Edition. Anne M. 
Zajac and Gary B. Conboy, 2012 is an excellent refer-
ence for techniques and tests for, and identification 
of, internal and external parasites of mammals, birds, 
reptiles, and fish. While designed primarily for veteri-
narians who specialize in domestic animals, there are 
sections devoted to ruminants, horses, swine, birds, 
rodents, rabbits, and reptiles. Of course, many of the 
parasites of dogs and cats can also be found in or 
on wildlife. Parasites of different systems—digestive, 
urinary, reproductive, blood, eye, skin—are included, 
along with methods of preparing the samples for test-
ing. 

Spiral bound for ease of use, Veterinary Clinical Para-
sitology provides over 450 color photographs to 
facilitate identification. Photos and discussions clarify 
parasites that may be difficult to distinguish, such as 
the eggs of Capillaria and Syngamus. Also helpful are 
photos of pseudoparasites (items such as pollen grains 

that resemble but are not 
parasites) and spurious 
parasites (parasite eggs 
or cysts from one host, 
such as a prey animal, 
found in another host, 
such as a predator that 
ingested the prey). The 
section on arthropods 
offers photos of the 
parasitic organisms 
as well as pictures of 
animals suffering from 
conditions caused by the organ-
isms, for example, Psoroptic mites and a rab- bit 
suffering from Psoroptic ear mange. 
A companion website, HYPERLINK “http://www.wiley.
com/go/zajac” \t “_blank” www.wiley.com/go/zajac, 
provides electronic images of the parasites presented 
in this book. The high quality of the color photographs 
makes the Eighth Edition clearly superior to its prede-
cessors. 

From the Book Shelf: Reviews by Hyta Mederer, Ph.D.



P.O. Box 411087, Melbourne, FL 32941  P.O. BOX 1449
ANNA MARIA, FL 34216

Editor’s Desk
 Well here we are again in June and July looking ahead to the next 5 or 6 months, and cringing at the thought of 
an active hurricane season.  But clearly, this season brings another major stress factor in the form of our looming 
oil disaster just miles from our beautiful coast line.  We’re all sickened, scared, disgusted, but worst of all, we’re 
unsure of how to protect ourselves and our wonderful natural resources from this horrendous event.  Since none of 
us are strangers to hurricanes, the years have taught us to have (albeit probably not a perfect one) a plan to protect, 
evacuate, assist, or even rebuild if needed.  This oil situation is by far a different beast and in most ways, far more 
ominous.  There appears to be nothing we can do to prepare.  Heck, it seems we can’t even help.  We are a smart, 
educated, well intentioned group of members, who I believe can take on just about any task and succeed if called 
upon. 
 Many of you have conscientiously taken the online courses and many have signed up as paraprofessionals 
as suggested by USFWS.  However, for some reason, we have heard that very few (if any) paraprofessionals or 
rehabilitators (people who have actually handled a wild animal!) are being called upon and that primarily government 
people are being utilized to capture troubled wildlife.  Why!?! We, as an organization, get troubled and sometimes 
nasty emails from people wondering why we, as an organization, don’t do something.  Well, we can’t.  We’re not the 
Federal Agency in charge and since we take all of our direction from USFWS, we’re wallowing in a mute position 
until they ask us to engage in some way.
 Adding to our frustration is the fact that we haven’t been able to give 
you, our members, even a glimmer, not even an ounce, of positive direction. 
We all hear, read, and see the same sickening horror stories and we feel 
helpless and uninformed by those who direct us. We have hoped daily that 
this would begin to change.
 On Wednesday, June 30 at 7pm, the first open tele-forum with the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Florida Fish and Wildlife Service, and TriState 
Bird Rescue and Research was conducted.  We see this as a first step in 
the right direction to involve rehabilitators and paraprofessionals in any 
communication and planning.  Good questions were asked … some were 
answered, but we believe that a good platform was founded from which 
to move forward.  More of these tele-forums are expected. As a matter of 
fact, the next one will on Wednesday, July 14th from 7pm to 8pm EST. 
To participate (or just listen in), you can dial in at 7pm to 888-808-6959, 
conference code 488 3831. We will bring you subsequent dates and 
information and how to participate when we know it. 
 In the meantime, let’s focus our efforts on the things we can control in 
our own personal and usually difficult rehab worlds.  So, please take care of 
your health, your families, your volunteers, your patients, and by all means 
review your action plans for a potentially active storm season.  When storms 
strike we want to know that you are ok.  Most of you have updated your 
emergency numbers with us, but if you haven’t, please do.

Leslie Johnson, Editor

TSBRR (Tri-State Bird Rescue and Research) one of the leading rehab centers specializing in oiled wildlife, they 
know their way around guilty corporations.
  Website: www.tristatebird.org/response/services.htm

Report Oiled Wildlife: 866-557-1401

Wildlife Rehabber Volunteer:  (must have proof of credentials) 404-679-7049

Non rehabber volunteer: 866-448-5816 www.volunteerfloridadisaster.org

Glimpse Operations http://bp.concerts.com/gom/environment_wildlife_15052010.htm

Hopefully when you read this, the spill will be contained! Be strong, rehabbers!!

Deb Anderson, DVM
President FWRA

Letter from the President   Continued from page 1

BIONIC BAIT COMPANY
POMPANO BEACH, FL

954-941-4665
866-848-9289

WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTOR OF QUALITY 

FROzEN FISH FOR WILDLIFE FOOD.

• Smelt
• Squid
• Sardines
• Shrimp
• Silversides

• Thread Herring
• Glass Minnows
• Capelin
• Herring
• Import/Export


